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absolute gesture frame of reference in the storytelling of a Japanese traditional festival, Nishiure
Dengaku
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Abstract: In Japan, it is not popular to refer ordinary things with absolute linguistic frame of reference

nowadays, though the absolute direction system is still important in the traditional culture. To research

how the frames of references are used in the traditional culture, speech and gesture analysis was done

for the stories told by the master of a Japanese traditional festival Nishiure Dengaku . The master did

not use absolute linguistic frame of references, but the analysis revealed that he used absolute gesture

frames for the same stories told from different directions, referring the knowledge of the festival.
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