reference frame and latelarity in the face-to-face conversation
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(right/left)
“the referent is to the right/left of the speaker” or “the referent is
to the right/left of the relatum (the hearer)”.

Abstract: In face—to—face conversations, a Japanese expression ” migi/hidari” can be
interpreted as either meaning,
To research how the speaker and the hearer reduce this
ambiguity of reference frames, an experiment using a recall task was pursued. 58 adults read two types
of episodes describing spatial arrangements, one of which included the ambiguity of reference frames and
the other did not. Each participant recalled the episode with speech and gesture to his/her recipients.
After the task, the speaker and the recipient separately drew the arrangement of each episode. The

recipients tended to gesture during the task with the ambiguous expression. The spatial references in
the drawings tended to coincide between the speaker and the recipient when the recipient gestured during

the task. The effect of the speaker’ s gesture was discussed. Deictic gesture from the origin to the relatum

in the gesture space seemed to reduce the ambiguity of the reference frames.
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