Interpersonal distance and the difficulty of a recalling task affect to the viewpoint of gestures
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Abstract: Interpersonal distance is an important source of non-verbal communication information. If the
proximity affects the process of face-to-face interaction, the production of gestures would be also affected.
The results of this study show that the difference of proximity affects the frequencies of 2 types of gestures:
character viewpoint gesture (C-VPG) and observer viewpoint gesture (O-VPG); C-VPG at a distance of 120
cm was produced more frequently than that at a distance of 60 cm, and O-VPG at a distance of 60 cm was
produced more frequently than that at a distance of 120 cm. In a memory recall task, the frequencies of C-
VPG and O-VPG also seemed to be affected by the difficulty of the task. Viewpoint switching from O-VPG
to C-VPG in a turn also occurred when the participants had difficulty recalling the arrangement of the
persons and the goods. The property of shared gesture space appears to be affected by the interpersonal
distance.
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