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Settlement, Village Formation and the Desertification in Inner Mongolia

— A Case Study of the Horchin Area —
BORIIGIN Burensain®

Most of the tracts of desertification in inland China are areas that traditionally nomadic minorities have been inhabiting.
The following phenomenon has frequently been observed in these areas: as a result of the mass migration of the Han
Chinese, land cultivation has spread rapidly, leading to the erosion of the thin topsoil of the steppes as well as the limi-
tation of the life sphere of the native inhabitants (the nomadic tribes). The desertification in Inner Mongolia is a typical
example of this phenomenon. The present study first describes the natural environment of the Horchin area in eastern
Inner Mongolia, and then using the case studies of the formation history of four agricultural villages in the area, analyses
how the nomads lost their herding space and were forced to settle down and form villages, and how that further resulted

in deterioration in soil quality. This study aims to clarify the mechanism of the decline in both animal husbandry and
agriculture as a consequence of land cultivation.

Key Words: Village formation, Desertification, Horchin area, Cultivation
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